The Gurfew Question

Real-Life Gonnection

Many teenagers live in towns and cities that have curfew laws, which say
young people cannot be in public places at certain times. Some adults and
teenagers feel that curfew laws are unjust. Other adults and teens feel the
laws serve an important purpose. What do you think the two sides of this
argument might be? Make a pro and con table like the one shown below. Use
it to write what you think people might say to support their views.
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-“Can all conflicts be resolved?
Many adults and law-enforcement professionals think, “Keep the kids off the streets

. during the night, and crime will go down.” Others, though, say that teen curfews do not
really do anything positive. They just restrict the rights of law-abiding teens. What do

J you think? As you read the article, ask yourself: What do teen curfews accomplish?
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vour basketball game ran really late.
Now you find yourself hurrying home
son down a dark street. Your mind is on
the game. You do not even notice
the car easing along the curb of the
sidewalk until it stops right next to
you. Your heart skips a beat because
) [ your first reaction is to be afraid.
’ I After all, it is late at night. Your
ng it b second reaction, though, is surprise,
E  because you recognize the car and
gh. 8§  driver. A police car has pulled up
lem. i § alongside you.
ed " The police officer waves you
over to the car, and you think, “Now
what?” As soon as the thought crosses
your mind, though, you also know
ows. the answer. Looking quickly at your

watch, you realize that you are out on
the street past curfew. Overtime at the
game kept you too late.

Though you have a good reason for
being out, you might still get a ticket. If you
do, you or your parents will have to pay a fine.




